CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Wednesday, April 13th, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

Council President, Robert Peacock, opens the Council meeting at 6:00 P.M. by reading a Proclamation in honor of Paul Richardson who was employed with the City some years back as Assistant Tax Assessor.  It was then presented to his daughter, Sally.

Paul Richardson’s daughter, Sally, then shares of the love that her dad had for Eastport.  She thanks the Council for the Proclamation and the recognition thereof.
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PUBLIC HEARING

LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL

LINDA & AL SALLEROLI d/b/a ROSE GARDEN ANTIQUES & DESIGN

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

The hearing was called to order at 6:02 p.m.  Those present:  Paul Critchley, Mike Cummings, John Miller, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance was City Manager, Jon Southern; as well as City Clerk, Ella Kowal.
Council President, Robert Peacock, advises that this hearing is being held to receive public input relative to a Liquor License Renewal application for Linda & Al Salleroli d/b/a Rose Garden Antiques & Design.

Council President opens the floor for comments from the Council as well as input from the public.
There was none.

Council President, Robert Peacock, declared the hearing closed at 6:03 p.m.
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PUBLIC HEARING

VICTUALER LICENSE RENEWALS

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

The hearing was called to order at 6:04 p.m.  Those present:  Paul Critchley, Mike Cummings, John Miller, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance was City Manager, Jon Southern; as well as City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

Council President, Robert Peacock, advises that this hearing is being held to receive public input relative to Victualer License Renewals as submitted for the following businesses.


Rose Garden Antiques


The Blue Iris


The Eastport Chowder House

The Pickled Herring


The Happy Crab



The Quoddy Bay Lobster


The Waco Diner



The Chadbourne House


Seaview Campground


The Milliken House


Banksquare Deli



The Kilby House


Raye’s Mustard Mill


The Weston House


Rosie’s Hot Dog Stand


The Todd House

Council President, Robert Peacock, opens the floor for comments from the Council as well as input from the public.

There was none.

Council President, Robert Peacock, declared the hearing closed at 6:05 p.m.
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PUBLIC HEARING

ZONING DISTRICT CHANGE
CHRISTINA M. FISHERIES (12-18 STANIELS ROAD)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

The hearing was called to order at 6:06 p.m.  Those present:  Paul Critchley, Mike Cummings, John Miller, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance was City Manager, Jon Southern; as well as City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

Council President, Robert Peacock, advises that this hearing is being held to receive public input relative to a Zoning Change recommended by the Planning Board being submitted to the City Council for their approval.  Council President, Robert Peacock, informs the Council that the applicant’s request is to change the zoning district from rural residential to industrial to clarify zoning to property lines.  Presently, the RR and Industrial zones split parcel I6-0D2-01.  Applicant wishes to have the delineation point on the line of I6-0D3-06 and I6-0D3-05 (Grzankowski).
Council President opens the floor for comments from the Council as well as input from the public.  There were no comments from the Council at this time.
Dana Turner of 7 Staniels Road addresses the Council and asks that when they take this request into consideration that they understand that he is not in favor of it and is an abutter and has spoken with other neighbors who feel the same and ask that the Council be mindful of this as they make their decision.  
Mr. Inkster of 6 Staniels Road addresses the Council and expresses that he also is not in favor of this change and shares that he recently purchased his property and does not approve of this change as it would result in the widening of the road which in turn means he would lose a portion of his front lawn.
.  
Al Salleroli speaks as a member of the Planning Board in that he would like to see this change take place and pass.  He reminds the Council that it would be changing from residential to industrial and that it would create jobs.  He also shares with the Council that the vote by the Planning Board to bring forth this recommendation was unanimous.
Councilor Cummings expresses that if there are letters with respect to this request that they should be read.  Council President, Robert Peacock, read aloud the letters received (all of which are in opposition) from Dana Turner, Forrest Inkster, Thelma & James Mullen, and Chris & Kathleen Grzankowski. 
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Councilor Morang speaks in that he has been called upon and polled with respect to this request by the Mullens’ and the Grzankowskis’.  They both would not be in opposition to the request if Christina M. Fisheries would consider a buffer zone by allotting acreage for residential.  Councilor Morang asked of David Turner if they would consider two acres.  
Councilor Cummings informs the Council that he had spoken with the Grankowskis’ as well and they are willing to communicate with David Turner to see if they could come to a compromise to take this into consideration.  
Al Salleroli reminds the Council that the City’s ordinance is specific to the placement of a fence or tree line and that it cannot be directly located on the edge of the property.  The other comment made by Al Salleroli was that the property in question is 70% connected around industrial and that the property bordering it - is Grankowski’s.
Councilor Critchley asked of Al Salleroli about Christina M. Fisheries being the 8th lot of the seven lot subdivision and whether or not the zoning was changed to reflect that.  
Attorney Dave Fletcher for David Turner spoke on his behalf in that they had no issues with considering a buffer zone and are willing to negotiate to come to an agreeable compromise.  David Turner addressed the Council in that this property was zoned as being industrial in 2007 and 2010 on more than one occasion by way of reference of an Earth Moving Permit.
Dana Turner addresses the Council for clarification of the lots with respect to the subdivision and asks this of the Tax Assessor, Robert Scott.  Mr. Scott explains that it is indeed complicated but that when the new Zoning Map came out after the Comprehensive Plan, it is reflective that this lot is split with one-third showing it as being industrial and two-thirds showing it as being rural residential.  
Council President, Robert Peacock, asks of David Turner what they would be willing to consider for a buffer.  David Turner responds that he did not feel 75-feet was fair. 
Council President, Robert Peacock, declared the hearing closed at 6:35 p.m.
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EASTPORT CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

1.
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:36 p.m. by Council President, Robert Peacock.  Those in attendance and present were:  Paul Critchley, Mike Cummings, John Miller, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance were City Manager, Jon Southern; and City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

2.
ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER
To add  the Sewer Commitment for the 3rd Quarter of FY2011 to the agenda.
PASSED
5-0
2A.
COMMITMENT OF SEWER FEES – 3RD QUARTER – FY2011

MOTION
MILLER

SECOND
MORANG
To commit the 3rd Quarter FY2011 Sewer Fees to Traci Jamieson, City Treasurer, in the amount of $85,830.18.

PASSED
5-0
3.
ACTION ON PUBLIC HEARINGS
MOTION
MILLER

SECOND
CRITCHLEY
To approve the Liquor License Renewal application for Linda & Al Salleroli d/b/a Rose Garden Antiques & Design.
PASSED
5-0
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MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER


To approve the renewal of Victualer Licenses as submitted and read and to be as follows:
Rose Garden Antiques


The Blue Iris


The Eastport Chowder House

The Pickled Herring


The Happy Crab



The Quoddy Bay Lobster


The Waco Diner



The Chadbourne House


Seaview Campground


The Milliken House


Banksquare Deli



The Kilby House


Raye’s Mustard Mill


The Weston House


Rosie’s Hot Dog Stand


The Todd House

PASSED
5-0
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
MILLER

To approve the Zoning District Change for Christina M. Fisheries (12-18 Staniels Road) from Rural Residential to Industrial as submitted and recommended by the Planning Board.
PASSED
3-2 
(CUMMINGS & MORANG – NO)
4.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS
MOTION
MILLER

SECOND
CRITCHLEY
To table the City Council minutes for the meetings of March 9th and March 23rd, 2011.
PASSED
5-0
5.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A.
FINANCIAL REPORT
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER
To accept the Financial Report for March, 2011 as presented.
PASSED
5-0
B.
CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT & ASSESSOR REPORTS
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER
To accept the Code Enforcement Report & Assessor Report for March, 2011 as presented.

PASSED
5-0
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C.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
MILLER

To accept the Police Department Report for March, 2011 as presented.

PASSED
5-0
D.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
MORANG
To accept the Public Works Report for March, 2011 as presented.

PASSED
5-0
E.
SEWER OPERATIONS REPORT
MOTION
MILLER

SECOND
CRITCHLEY

To accept the Sewer Operations Report for March, 2011 as presented.
PASSED
5-0
6.
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES – REPORT & APPOINTMENTS
A.
PLANNING BOARD  -  NO REPORT
B.
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  -  NO REPORT
C.
HISTORIC REVIEW BOARD  -  NO REPORT
D.
AIRPORT
The City Manager informs the Council that the Engineering Process for this year’s improvement has begun.  It will be grant money for the repairs of Crack and Sealing for the Runway as well as a portion of the parking apron.
E.
HARBOR  -  NO REPORT
F.
MARINE RESOURCES  -  NO REPORT
G.
RECYCLING  -  NO REPORT
H.
DOWNTOWN  -  NO REPORT
I.
EASTPORT FOR PRIDE  -  NO REPORT
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J.
PORT REPORT  
Council President, Robert Peacock, gives an update of where the Port is with respect to the Cow Ships.
7.
SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARINGS
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER
To schedule a public hearing for May 11, 2011 for a Victualer License for Diane Parsloe d/b/a Moose Island Bakery.
PASSED
5-0
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER
To schedule a public hearing for May 11, 2011 for a Victualer License for Tyra Baker d/b/a Liberty Café.
PASSED
5-0
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER
To schedule a public hearing for May 11, 2011 for a Liquor License Renewal for Basil Pottle d/b/a Seaview Campground.

PASSED
5-0
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER

To schedule a public hearing for May 11, 2011 for a Liquor License Renewal for Robert Del Papa d/b/a Eastport Chowder House.
PASSED
5-0
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER
To schedule a public hearing for May 11, 2011 for a Special Entertainment License for Basil Pottle d/b/a Seaview Campground.
PASSED
5-0
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER
To schedule a public hearing for May 11, 2011 for a Special Entertainment License for Linda & Al Salleroli d/b/a Rose Garden.
PASSED
5-0
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8.
MARLOW YACHT PROPOSAL
The City Manager updates the Council relative to the bills that are before the legislature in reference to the Boat School.  It was necessary to have two bills as the first was to give us permission to sell the property and the second was to address the easement in relation to the property in question for consideration.  The City Manager will work with David
Marlow and ask for a refined proposal with respect to the property at Deep Cove Road.
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
CUMMINGS
To give authorization to the City Manager to continue forward with  respect to negotiating with David Marlow relative to his proposal for the property at Deep Cove Road.
PASSED
5-0

The City Manager makes note and reference for clarification that the City is not attempting to sell the name The Boat School but only the property itself.  The Boat School name will remain in the ownership of The Friends of the Boat School    
Dean Pike helps to clarify that the City owns the facility and the land.  Husson is a tenant that brings forth a boatbuilding program under the name The Boat School and owns said program.  The Friends of the Boat School copyrighted the name to be The Boat School of Eastport.  The Friends of the Boat School are a non-profit 501C corporation.

9.
SALLY ERICKSON
A.
EFFICIENCY MAINE PACE PROGRAM

Sally Erickson updates the Council with respect to the particulars of taking into consideration adopting a Model Ordinance and Contract for the PACE program with Efficiency Maine that would benefit the citizens of Eastport.  The program is a Federal Revolving Loan Program that would allow the homeowners access up to $15,000 for increasing energy efficiency. 
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER

To schedule a Public Hearing for the May 11, 2011 meeting for consideration of the PACE program.
PASSED
5-0
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B.
TOT PARK

Sally Erickson addresses the Council with respect to putting the Tot Park out to bid and informs the Council she has inquired about federal funding for the park and understands that there is no funding available to improve the park.  She asks the Council to reconsider putting this property out to bid as she and her husband has an interest to acquire the property to put a commercial greenhouse there which would result in a part-time job with the possibility of a full-time position becoming available.
The Council President, Robert Peacock, asks the Council to consider tabling this until the next meeting so that the Council has had an opportunity to look at the tax maps and review the value of the property before they make their decision.
10.
FORMER “CONSEA PROPERTY” – 1 COUNTY ROAD


(RE: BIDS)
Council President, Robert Peacock, reminds the Council that they went through a bid process for this tax acquired property and received a total five bids.  A workshop was held with respect to these bids with the bidders in attendance.  Since then, the Council has received a clarification from PMC with respect to their proposal which was submitted to the Council on April 7th, 2011 by email and by hand and a copy is available for review.  Council has met in Executive Session with respect to several contract matters with this being one of them.  The bids range from up to $100,000 with an amount of $37,500 owed in taxes.  Council President, recaps that PMC submitted their clarification of their bid for $100,000; Dave Gholson’s bid came in at $75,000; Fred Moore’s came in at $80,000; Dave Pottle’s bid came in at $43,000; and Will Bradbury’s bid came in at a $1 with future intentions and that all of them have been given equal and fair consideration.  Council President asks from the Council for a motion to vote on the Consea property with respect to the submitted bids.
MOTION
CUMMINGS

SECOND
MORANG

To vote on the Consea property with respect to the submitted bids.

PASSED
5-0
Discussion took place by the Council with respect to the clarification of the bid submitted by PMC and assurance was given that all bids include the amount owed for taxes.  Council President, Robert Peacock, read the submitted clarification from PMC which is  to purchase the property outright for $100,000.
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Council President opens the floor for public comment.  Linda Godfrey addresses Robert Peacock with respect to his position of excusing himself relative to voting on this matter at hand and he confirmed that he would be doing so.  Linda Godfrey also addressed the Council in terms of the bid process and questions were raised whether or not the other bidders had knowledge of the opportunity to change their bid and the response was no.  Councilor Morang responds in that this is only a clarification of their bid and not referred to as a new bid and has not officially been accepted by Council.  Eldon Morrison then speaks on behalf of CPM and the clarification.  Meg McGarvey speaks that this was not appropriate to be hearing this at this time as the workshop has already been held.  Mr. Morrison asks the pleasure of the Council and Council President allows him to continue to speak.  Mr. Morrison was of the understanding that there were still questions from the Council even after the workshop and this is why the clarification was submitted and legal Counsel was sought before the submission.  Ed French brings the Council back to the question of wanting to know where they stand about this being an actual clarification of the submitted bid or a bid change.  
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
MILLER

To award and accept the bid from David Pottle on the former “Consea” 1 County Road property in the amount of $43,000 thus authorizing the sale of said property.
PASSED
4-0 (With Council President, Robert Peacock, Abstaining)

Eldon Morrison addresses the Council with respect to getting his check back that he submitted with the bid.  The City Manager advised that he personally had not seen it, but that he would check the packet of papers submitted and assured him if it were there; he would be certain to get it back to him.  Elden Morrison tells the City Manager that it was attached to the front of the papers that he gave to him.
11.
CITY MANAGER’S ISSUES
A.
AUDIT UPDATE
The City Manager advises that the auditor would like to meet with Council on April 27th, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. for review of the completed audit for FY2010. Although this would be a workshop for the Council, the meeting will be open to the public. Therefore, the City Manager wishes to call a Special Meeting.

MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
MILLER

To schedule a Special City Council meeting for April 27th, 2011 at 5:00 p.m. for review of the FY2010 audit with the auditors.

PASSED
5-0
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B.
FEMA UPDATE
The City Managers informs the Council that FEMA is in town to review damages from the December, 2010 storm as there is some road damage that they will be assessing and hopeful to recoup monies from this.  The City Manager is uncertain at this time of the dollar amount, but will keep the Council advised as he knows more.
12.
OPEN FORUM
Council President, Robert Peacock, opened the floor for public comment at 8:25 p.m.  
Dean Pike addresses the Council with a proposal to bring back, even for an interim period, the reinstatement of the MMTC (a/k/a Maine’s Marine Technology Center) Advisory Board to the Boat School and reaffirms that it is only an advisory board and would be dissolved immediately upon the transfer of the property if it were to be sold.  He feels strongly it would be in everyone’s best interest to reinstate this board as there are still matters that need to be addressed.  He encourages participation and that these meetings are open to the public.  The reappointment of this board did not take place in 2010 as it was thought that things would progress sooner than they did.  Thus, he proposes that we approve the first list as being himself, Dave Morang as liason, Chris Bartlett, Will Hopkins, Victor Voisine, Ed Scott, Butch Harris, Meg McGarvey; and the alternates being Chris Gardner, Frank Lank, Bob Lewis, Heidi Leighton, Tom Ries, Brian Moore, Gerry Morrison, and Paul Theriault.  The board would have no official duty other than to act as an advisory board to the Council
Council’s decision is to table consideration of reinstating the MMTC Advisory Board until the May 11, 2011 meeting.

Linda Godfrey makes note of her support for ORPC as well as Mr. Morrison’s pursuit for an alternative location with respect to the property he was originally bidding and seeking on.
Councilor Morang informs the Council that it has been brought to his attention about a brush pile across from the former Gates property which he believes to be clearing with respect to possibly the Jo Whalen property and the Margaret Hamilton property.  It is understood that Paul Woodman is the contact person for doing the clearing.  Council authorizes the City Manager to send out a letter relative to the concerns of the brush cutting for cause of a forest fire and to recommend a cleanup to avoid any potential of fire.
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Sally Erickson asked the Council for clarification of the bid process in respect to the Tot Park as she may be looking into alternative locations if it were to have to go into the June meeting.
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
CRITCHLEY

To place the Tot Park on the agenda for the Special City Council meeting of April 27th, 2011 for consideration of putting the property out to bid.

PASSED
5-0

Council President, Robert Peacock, thanks everyone for their patience and input.
13.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was none.
14.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
CRITCHLEY
To adjourn.

PASSED
5-0
(8:38 P.M.)
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