CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Wednesday, May 11th, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

Council President, Robert Peacock, opens the Council meeting at 6:03 p.m. and welcomes everyone in attendance.  

Those present:  Councilor Michael Cummings, Councilor Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance is City Manager, Jon Southern and City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

The Council President notes that there are two Councilors not in attendance.  One has been ill and the other is away on business in Washington, DC.

The first order of business is a Proclamation in honor of Ellery “Buddy” Townsend who was employed with the City in the Highway/Public Works Department.

MOTION
CUMMINGS

SECOND
MORANG

To continue forward with the reading of said Proclamation in Ellery Townsend’s honor.

PASSED
3-0
Council President, Robert Peacock, read said Proclamation and then presented it to his daughter, April, who will be accepting it on behalf of the family.
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PUBLIC HEARING

VICTUALER LICENSE
TYRA BAKER d/b/a LIBERTY CAFÉ
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

The hearing was called to order at 6:11 p.m.  Those present:   Mike Cummings, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance was City Manager, Jon Southern; as well as City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

Council President, Robert Peacock, advises that this hearing is being held to receive public input relative to a Victualer License for Tyra Baker d/b/a Liberty Café. 
Council President opens the floor for comments from the Council as well as input from the public.

There was none.

Council President, Robert Peacock, declared the hearing closed at 6:12 p.m.
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PUBLIC HEARING

VICTUALER LICENSE 
DIANE PARSLOE d/b/a MOOSE ISLAND BAKERY
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

The hearing was called to order at 6:12 p.m.  Those present:   Mike Cummings, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance was City Manager, Jon Southern; as well as City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

Council President, Robert Peacock, advises that this hearing is being held to receive public input relative to a Victualer License for Diane Parsloe d/b/a Moose Island Bakery. 

Council President opens the floor for comments from the Council as well as input from the public.

There was none.

Council President, Robert Peacock, declared the hearing closed at 6:13 p.m.
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PUBLIC HEARING

LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL
ROBERT DEL PAPA d/b/a EASTPORT CHOWDER HOUSE

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

The hearing was called to order at 6:13 p.m.  Those present:   Mike Cummings, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance was City Manager, Jon Southern; as well as City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

Council President, Robert Peacock, advises that this hearing is being held to receive public input relative to a Liquor License renewal application for Robert Del Papa d/b/a Eastport Chowder House. 

Council President opens the floor for comments from the Council as well as input from the public.

There was none.

Council President, Robert Peacock, declared the hearing closed at 6:14 p.m.
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PUBLIC HEARING

LIQUOR LICENSE RENEWAL

BASIL POTTLE d/b/a SEAVIEW CAMPGROUND

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

The hearing was called to order at 6:14 p.m.  Those present:   Mike Cummings, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance was City Manager, Jon Southern; as well as City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

Council President, Robert Peacock, advises that this hearing is being held to receive public input relative to a Liquor License renewal application for Basil Pottle d/b/a Seaview Campground. 

Council President opens the floor for comments from the Council as well as input from the public.

There was none.

Council President, Robert Peacock, declared the hearing closed at 6:15 p.m.
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PUBLIC HEARING

SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE

BASIL POTTLE d/b/a SEAVIEW CAMPGROUND

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

The hearing was called to order at 6:15 p.m.  Those present:   Mike Cummings, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance was City Manager, Jon Southern; as well as City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

Council President, Robert Peacock, advises that this hearing is being held to receive public input relative to a Special Entertainment License for Basil Pottle d/b/a Seaview Campground. 

Council President opens the floor for comments from the Council as well as input from the public.

There was none.

Council President, Robert Peacock, declared the hearing closed at 6:16 p.m.
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PUBLIC HEARING

SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE

ROBERT DEL PAPA d/b/a EASTPORT CHOWDER HOUSE
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

The hearing was called to order at 6:16 p.m.  Those present:   Mike Cummings, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance was City Manager, Jon Southern; as well as City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

Council President, Robert Peacock, advises that this hearing is being held to receive public input relative to a Special Entertainment License for Robert Del Papa d/b/a Eastport Chowder House.. 

Council President opens the floor for comments from the Council as well as input from the public.

There was none.

Council President, Robert Peacock, declared the hearing closed at 6:17 p.m.
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PUBLIC HEARING

SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT LICENSE

AL & LINDA SALLEROLI d/b/a ROSE GARDEN

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

The hearing was called to order at 6:17 p.m.  Those present:   Mike Cummings, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance was City Manager, Jon Southern; as well as City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

Council President, Robert Peacock, advises that this hearing is being held to receive public input relative to a Special Entertainment License for Al & Linda Salleroli d/b/a Rose Garden. 

Council President opens the floor for comments from the Council as well as input from the public.

There was none.

Council President, Robert Peacock, declared the hearing closed at 6:18 p.m.
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EASTPORT CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11TH, 2011

6:00 P.M.  -  SHEAD HIGH SCHOOL

1.
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:19 p.m. by Council President, Robert Peacock.  Those in attendance and present were:  Paul Critchley, Mike Cummings, Dave Morang, and Council President, Robert Peacock.  Also in attendance were City Manager, Jon Southern; and City Clerk, Ella Kowal.

2.
ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA
MOTION
CUMMINGS


SECOND
MORANG


To move Item #8 (Norman Laberge)of the agenda up to Item #2A.
PASSED
3-0
The floor was then opened up to Norman Laberge for his presentation with respect to an updated status relative to the Half Moon Cove tidal project and their application to FERC.  He advises that there is an adjustment to the project in that they will proceed forward with choices relative to the licensing.  One being the alternative method and the other being the traditional procedure.  He is here to give a status that they are looking to form a work group within the communities with regard to the licensing.  This gives the communities an opportunity to come forth with their input during the licensing process.  He elaborates a bit on the potential for an alternative source of electricity and energy.  They intend to hold meetings in May and June and will post notices in the Quoddy Tides.
Council President, Robert Peacock, asks of Mr. Laberge what the percentage would be for Eastport as there was none indicated a few years back yet he believes it to be split between the three communities as he makes his presentation today.  Another note of concern for the Council President was that they had not yet visited or met with the abutting neighbors. Mr. Laberge states that he has met with the Passamaquoddy Tribe a few months ago.  Another concern mentioned and addressed is access for the fishing vessels.
-9-

Councilor Morang raised questions relative to whether or not the temperature of the water would change with respect to the project.
3.
ACTION ON PUBLIC HEARINGS
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
CRITCHLEY
To approve the Victualer License for Tyra Baker d/b/a Liberty Café.
PASSED
4-0
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
CRITCHLEY

To approve the Victualer License for Diane Parsloe d/b/a Moose Island Bakery.

PASSED
4-0
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
CRITCHLEY

To approve the Liquor License renewal application for Robert Del Papa d/b/a Eastport Chowder House.

PASSED
4-0
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
CRITCHLEY
To approve the Liquor License renewal application for Basil Pottle d/b/a Seaview Campground.

PASSED
4-0
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
CRITCHLEY
To approve the Special Entertainment License for Basil Pottle d/b/a Seaview Campground.

PASSED
4-0
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
CRITCHLEY

To approve the Special Entertainment License for Robert Del Papa d/b/a Eastport Chowder House.

PASSED
4-0
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4.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS

MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
MORANG
To accept the Council minutes for March 9th, March 15th, and April 8th, 2011 as submitted by City Clerk, Ella Kowal and to table the minutes for April 13th and April 27, 2011.
PASSED
4-0
5.
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
A.
FINANCIAL REPORT
The City Manager informs the Council of an error that was just noticed relative to the Financial Report in that the one submitted to the Council is the one intended for the Budget Committee which is a month out of date and he offers up his apology for this oversight and asks the Council to table that part of the report as it only goes up to March.

MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
MORANG

To table the Financial Report for April, 2011 as requested by the City Manager.
PASSED
4-0
Council President asks the City Manager where we are at financially with only two months left and he advises that is approximately $300,000 left and that we have not had to access the line of credit this year.
B.
CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT & ASSESSOR REPORTS
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
CUMMINGS
To accept the Code Enforcement Report & Assessor Report for April, 2011 as presented.

PASSED
4-0
C.
POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
CUMMINGS
To accept the Police Department Report for April, 2011 as presented.

PASSED
4-0
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Councilor Morang addresses the City Manager with respect to the windows being left open at the school and he advises that they have been contacted and this has been addressed.

D.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT
Dean Pike asks the City Manager if the road repair on Water Street where the old Bangor Savings Bank was is going to be pavement.  He responds that it is going to be asphalt and not the gray stone.  Dean also made mention it may be worth our while to see what could be done for asphalt directly behind Rosie’s and to consider the possibility of the City and the Port together splitting the expense while the asphalt company is in town because it sometimes cheaper when they are already in the vicinity.  The City Manager said that he would look into it and be in touch with Chris Gardner to discuss this further.

MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
MORANG

To accept the Public Works Report for April, 2011 as presented.

PASSED
4-0
E.
SEWER OPERATIONS REPORT
The City Manager read an acceptance letter of a grant the City has been awarded in the amount of $500,000.  

He further advises the Council that there is a formality whereby a Council Resolution is required to approve the funding for this project and the Council President reads aloud the submitted resolution.  

MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
CRITCHLEY

To approve the Council Resolution as read with respect to the grant in the amount of $500,000 for the Wastewater Treatment Plant as submitted by the City Manager.

PASSED
4-0

The City Manager extends his thanks out to Judy East and John McNerney with their help and assistance in writing this grant.

MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
MORANG
To accept the Sewer Operations Report for April, 2011 as presented.

PASSED
4-0
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6.
BOARDS AND COMMITTEES – REPORT & APPOINTMENTS
A.
PLANNING BOARD  
The Tax Assessor advises that the next meeting is scheduled for the 17th of May.
B.
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS  -  NO REPORT
C.
HISTORIC REVIEW BOARD  
The Tax Assessor believes their next meeting to be sometime in June.
D.
AIRPORT

The City Manager advises that we have a grant in the amount of $375,000 of FAA funding.  It will be utilized to repair the runway and to build a parking apron and the work is expected to begin in June and has been awarded to Lane Construction.
E.
HARBOR  
Dean Pike informs the Council that they are considering holding their meetings quarterly or on an as need basis and advises that someone will update us accordingly.

F.
MARINE RESOURCES  
The City Manager informs the Council that he has been attending joint area meetings with Judy East and surrounding communities.  Eastport lost its ordinance for a variety of reasons and we are working towards getting it back.  He also informs the Council that we are looking at a joint regional effort to pool our resources to fund a Warden between four communities those being Eastport, Pleasant Point, Perry, and Pembroke.  However, a resolution has yet to be formed but will keep us updated accordingly.
G.
RECYCLING  -  NO REPORT
H.
DOWNTOWN  
Councilor Critchley informs the Council that Wright Pierce has started on Overlook Park and believes them to be half way through the construction of the Ampa Theatre.  Although a finish date has not been confirmed, the City Manager is anticipating it to be completed by June 27th.

I.
EASTPORT FOR PRIDE  -  NO REPORT
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J.
PORT REPORT  

Council President updates the Council with respect to the scheduling of the ships and it being a record high for one month.  He also gives an update relative to the blasting taking place as well as the construction.  Crushing of the rock pile still continues which in turn becomes revenue.  Discussion and negotiations are happening with respect to who will be operating the conveyor system.  Councilor Cummings asks a question of the Council President with respect to the City’s involvement pertaining to the crushed rock.  He responded that there was none as this is between the Port Authority and the contractor agreed to split the ownership in half.  However, the City does benefit to receiving free crushed rock for various projects.
7.
SCHEDULE PUBLIC HEARINGS

MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
CUMMINGS
To schedule a public hearing for June 8th, 2011 for a Victualer License for Mindy & Richard Gullen d/b/a Dastardly Dick’s “Wicked Good Coffee”.

PASSED
4-0
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
CUMMINGS
To schedule a public hearing for June 8th, 2011 for a Liquor License renewal application for HMS Enterprises d/b/a Blue Iris. 
PASSED
4-0
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
CUMMINGS
To schedule a public hearing for June 8th, 2011 for a Special Entertainment License for HMS Enterprises d/b/a Blue Iris..

PASSED
4-0
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
CUMMINGS
To schedule a public hearing for June 8th, 2011 for the CDBG Public Infrastructure grant on the Sewer plant.
PASSED
4-0
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
CUMMINGS
To schedule a public hearing for June 8th, 2011 for the airport improvement grant.
PASSED
4-0
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8.
NORMAN LABERGE
See Item #2A as an adjustment to the agenda.
9.
CITY MANAGER’S ISSUES

The City Manager reminds the Council that this time last year we received a $1.5 million dollar grant for the Mill and updates the Council that it is alive and well and that the architects and the engineers have been chosen and work will start soon to prepare the building for Composites Manufacturing.  He does advise that we were not chosen for the CDBG grant that was submitted with respect to the Fire Station and reads the letter aloud.
He informs the Council that it is intention to reapply again next year and he is already in the process of acquiring quotes for the repairs that need to be done.  It is his hope that with the potential sale of the Boat School, that the City (with Council’s approval) will be able to proceed forward with the much needed repair of the Fire Station starting with the roof and the insulation of the building.  Councilor Cummings asks the City Manager if any repairs have been done and he had responded that none had been done.  The cost for the repair of the roof has been priced at $40,000.
A.
FEMA UPDATE

The City Manager informs the Council that he has taken FEMA around for their Phase II valuation and assessment of the roads with respect to the December storm.  The estimated road repairs have come in around $91,000 and unsure how much of that FEMA will pay, but hopeful that it will be a significant amount and we continue to work with FEMA to get this finalized.

Council President asks for an update with respect to David Marlow.  The City Manager tells us that he has received word from Mr. Marlow today and has indicated that he will be in town either on the 15th or 16th of this month.  He is looking to appoint local legal Counsel to assist him on his side as well as working with the City’s legal Counsel.  The City is drawing up descriptions of the property and Mr. Marlow is working on his proposal outline and other various documents with respect to Husson and will also be negotiating with Dean Pike relative to his section of the Boat yard. 
Dean Pike speaks up relative to the Council tabling consideration for the reinstatement of the MMTC Advisory Board and asks that the Council keep it tabled for another month.
Councilor Cummings asks Hugh French if he was able to attend a recent meeting in Machias on grants and he responded that he was able to attend.  The City Manager advises that he was going to allow Mr. French to speak on this during open forum.
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The Council President asks for a motion to accept the City Manager’s report.
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
MORANG
To accept the City Manager’s report as presented.

PASSED
4-0
10.
OPEN FORUM

Council President, Robert Peacock, opened the floor for public comment at 7:25 p.m. and the City Manager invites Hugh French to address the Council.  He informs the Council that the Tides Institute is looking to acquire additional work space and has the opportunity to do so with respect to property on Furniture Avenue by way of participation and assistance through  Minerva Partners and asks the Council for their support with their Letter of Intent for a grant on the restoration of said property with no obligation to the City with a deadline of June 3rd.   At this time, their need is for a motion to go forward with their letter of intent.
MOTION
MORANG

SECOND
CRITCHLEY

To provide a Letter of Support to Hugh French for him to move forward with respect to the Furniture Street property and the improvement thereof and to allow him to move forward with his Letter of Intent with respect to the potential it holds for consideration of improvements to the property.
PASSED
4-0
Council President advises of a letter received from PMC (Perry Marine and Construction) and reads it aloud with reference to filing for a temporary building site application with reference to 12 & 13 Staniels Road.
The Council President also addresses a concern that was raised after the last Council meeting from Dana Turner and after review of the Charter and assistance from legal Counsel, the previous vote on the Zoning Change for Christina M. Fisheries required 80% of the Council, meaning that four of the five members would need to be in favor.

Legal Counsel advises what needs to take place is for the Council to rescind the earlier motion and that it should come from one of the members that voted in favor of it.  Then the Council will vote at the next meeting to give reconsideration to the Zoning District Change.  Councilor Cummings addresses legal Counsel in that these questions came up after the vote and he responded that they had.  The Council President clarifies that the Planning Board voted 100% for it but that the Council voted in error as it required 80% 
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of the Council (which would require four out of the five members)  as a result of 10% of the abutters were in opposition.  Thus, the motion must be rescinded and given reconsideration.
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
MORANG
To rescind the previous vote with respect to the Christina M. Fisheries property on Staniels Road concerning a Zoning District Change recommended by the Planning Board at the April 13th, 2011 meeting.

PASSED
3-1 (With CUMMINGS Voting “NO”)
MOTION
CRITCHLEY

SECOND
MORANG

To reconsider the last motion taken up on April 13th, 2011 with respect to the Christina M. Fisheries property on Staniels Road for a Zoning District Change at the next scheduled Council meeting of June 8th, 2011 and to also notify all of the abutters.
PASSED
3-1 (With CUMMINGS Voting “NO”)
Council President extends the Council’s apology for this oversight.

Councilor Morang makes a request for some type of presentation with respect to what is involved and what his change entails so that the abutters and land owners have an idea of what is to be expected.  Reference was made to the one that was done in Perry and found it to be very helpful.
Council President informs the Council of a letter received from NOAA relative to a 30 foot pinnacle rock found off Pleasant Point and will be certain to get this chart and information out to the Coast Guard to make local fisherman aware that it exists and that it measures nine meters.
Meg McGarvey addresses the Council relative to the walkway lower side of Overlook Park and that it appears to be subsiding.  The City Manager made mention that he took notice of that recently and that he will address it with the engineers and get their advice on it.

11.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION
CUMMINGS


SECOND
MORANG
To go into Executive Session to discuss Personnel and Contractual matters as per the State statute M.R.S.A. 405(6) (D). 
PASSED
4-0
(7:50 P.M.)
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12.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION
MORANG


SECOND
CRITCHLEY

To adjourn.

PASSED
4-0
(8:18 P.M.)
With No Action Taken.
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