Ref. #WS700079
CITY OF EASTPORT

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19TH, 2013

2:00 P.M.  -  EASTPORT POLICE STATION

(22 WASHINGTON STREET)

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 2:05 p.m. by Council President, Mary Repole.  

Those in attendance and present were:  Councilor Mike Cummings, Councilor Colleen Dana-Cummings, Councilor Scott Emery,  and Council President, Mary Repole.  Also present was Legal Counsel, Dennis Mahar; and the City Clerk, Ella Kowal, to bring them into Executive Session. 

Council President, Mary Repole, informs Council that although Councilor Gilbert Murphy is not physically present; he would like to participate for the first part of the meeting and wants to be contacted via: cell phone as his wife needs to be in Bangor and that he is traveling.  Council President, Mary Repole, tried to reach him but was unable to get through and asks if anyone else had a phone to try with.  Dennis Mahar tried also and was unsuccessful in getting through as well.

Council President, Mary Repole, continues forward asking the Council for a motion on an adjustment to the agenda as there is a matter that she and Councilor Cummings would like to discuss with Council as they have recently met and would like to bring it forth to Council for discussion and consideration.  Councilor Dana-Cummings asks if it is something that they will be voting on.  Council President responds that it is a matter to be discussed and then possibly considered for a vote after discussion takes place.  She further explains that it is with regard to the Public Hearing that was scheduled for April 1st, 2013 relative to Councilor Mike Cummings.
MOTION

EMERY

SECOND
DANA-CUMMINGS

To make an adjustment to the agenda to be Item #1A for Council discussion, at the request of Council President and Councilor Cummings, with regard to the scheduled Public Hearing of April 1st, 2013.
PASSED
4-0
-1-
1A.
ADJUSTMENT TO AGENDA

Council President, Mary Repole, explains further that she and Councilor Mike Cummings have met and that they both feel strongly that the City and the Council have a great deal more going on right now that needs their attention and is of great importance.  Thus, it is her suggestion; along with Councilor Mike Cumming’s agreement, to ask Council to consider rescinding and withdrawing the vote to schedule and hold a public hearing for April 1st, 2013 relative to Councilor Mike Cummings.  She further comments to say that should Council agree to do so, she will contact the local paper in line with the Council’s decision.  Councilor Mike Cummings responds to say that he had already submitted something in writing to the Quoddy Tides and continues on to say that his approach is not what it should be at times and that he will attempt to go about it differently but that he would like for everyone to know that his intentions are good and he does want the best for the City and there are much more important matters to concentrate on.  Councilor Colleen Dana-Cummings comments to say that she is pleased to see them coming together and focusing on the bigger issues that need to be addressed.  Council agrees that they need to move forward to work together for the betterment of the City of Eastport.  
Legal Counsel, Dennis Mahar, addresses the Council to remind them that should they ever have any questions; they are able to reach him through his office number, his cell phone number, his home number, or via: email which goes directly to his blackberry.  
Council President shares with Council that although Councilor Murphy is not present for the meeting and they were unable to reach him; he is in agreement with this request that is before the Council at this time and should the Council require it; he would submit something in writing should they require it.  
Council President, Mary Repole, informs Council that any general emails of requests that come to her will be forwarded on to Council.  She continues further to also inform Council that elected officials are required to take a FEMA course which is online and is required in order to be eligible for Federal funds.  She will be certain to forward the information on to Council.  She also briefs Council that they are required to take the online course for the Freedom of Information Act.  
Further conversation took place relative to putting in place job descriptions and that the new City Manager will be doing this by meeting with the employees which will also give that person a better understanding of their job. 
Council President addresses the Council with a request from the Charter Committee with a request to come to City Hall to make copies of the revised Charter as it is very costly to do with personal printers with the cost of ink, etc. and Council is in agreement to allow this
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MOTION

EMERY


SECOND
DANA-CUMMINGS

To rescind and withdraw the vote and decision of Council on March 13th, 2013 to schedule a public hearing for April 1st, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. with regard to the Forfeiture of Office of Councilor Michael Cummings.

PASSED
4-0

2.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION

DANA-CUMMINGS

SECOND
CUMMINGS
To go into Executive Session under Title 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405(6)(A) to discuss Personnel Matters relative to the City Manager search and candidate applications.
PASSED
4-0
2:19 P.M.
MOTION

CUMMINGS


SECOND
EMERY

To come out of Executive Session.

PASSED
4-0
4:56 P.M.
ACTION TAKEN

MOTION

EMERY


SECOND
CUMMINGS

To schedule a Special City Council meeting for Thursday, March 21st, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. to proceed further with the discussion of Personnel Matters under Title 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405(6)(A) and that the location be at 22 Washington Street/Eastport Police Station.

PASSED
4-0
4:57 P.M.
Council agreed to split the agendas up for posting and went forth to do so at six locations.

3.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION

EMERY


SECOND
CUMMINGS
To adjourn.

PASSED
5-0
4:58 P.M.
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